Homelessness and
Anti-Social Behavior:
A CPTED Collaborative
Process

Randy Atlas  Barry Davidson Greg Saville
PhD, FAIA, CPP  ICA Exec Dir MEnv, MCIP

What is the problem behaviors?

* Panhandling

* Loitering

* Trespassing

* Littering — garbage
* Public feedings

* Public bathrooms

The Good, The Bad, The Ugly.

* The economy

* No services or places for persons
with mental illness

* Free Will - Homeless people
have rights within reasonable
limits

* What are consequences for
empowering or changing
homeless behavior?

Forbidding or encouraging incivilities?

* lllegal feeding of homeless
exacerbates the problem by
legitimizing free handouts so we
can feel good.

* But at what expense?
* Losing public spaces

* Creating fear and discomfort

* Creating a co-dependent
community

* Only short term solution
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Rallying for change

Demonstrators protest ordinance s 2k b sy
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The real issue = choice or default?

Who are the homeless?
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Advocates for homeless |

take city officials to task

Fort Lauderdale’s reconciliatory town hall
on feeding programs turns someswhat testy

2nd Generation CPTED

* Social programs
* Eliminate causes for lack of housing
* Empower residents to help

* Protecting civil rights of
disenfranchised

* Tipping point — how much incivility
before scales tip to disorder?
* Consider Downtown Seattle
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Where does CPTED fit in?

1 Gen.-

Target hardening via

opportunity reduction
* Homeless reduction technology

¢ Situational Crime Prevention
¢ Increase the effort

¢ Increase the risks
* Remove the excuses
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Regulating anti-social behavior
* Anti-homeless and anti-
panhandling ordinances
* Public mass feeding ordinances
* Trespassing and loitering laws

* Eminent domain laws to tear
down crack houses

* Removing no-man'’s lands

24
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City squeezes out panhandlers
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Roadside ban OK’d

Palm Beach County rule stops
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PANHANDLING PROMOTES
DRUG & ALCOHOL ABUSE.
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Brazil’s poor impatient for housing
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Remove the excuse for incivilities
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BE IN A
HORIZONTAL
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A PARK BENCH
DO NOT
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PER CITY CODE SEC. 18A.09(A) AND (0)
I

Can't sleep on thatl
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CPTED'’s opportunity reduction?
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How Cities Use Design to
Drive Homeless People
Away
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Benches and garbage proxemics
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Design anti-loitering features

JUL 23 2004
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Are you mad about what is going on?
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Right to Dream Too — R2D2
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Summary

* How do we make a positive
difference as a CPTED practitioner
working within the parameters of
government bureaucracy?

* Do we get mad as hell, and say we
are not going to take it anymore,
and actively apply resources to solve
the problems and conditions that
create blight, poverty, crime, and
homelessness?
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Portland’s Dignity Village program




Housing
First

‘Housing first’ approac
working for the homeless

62

What is a collaborative approach?

* Develop a social service delivery
system that addresses:
* The mentally ill

* Substance abuse

* Affordable housing

* Daycare

* Job skills, training, placement

* Design and architecture interaction

e Don't reward laziness, reward
work
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Unintended consequences

¢ Failure to use collaborative
solutions risk a backlash of

unintended consequences.
* Attractive magnets for incivilities

* Public eyesore
* Drain on community resources

* Give people the opportunity to
help themselves

Breakout Groups

* Groups of 7 around a table

* Share your experience with program
failures

* Share your experience with success
stories

* Then answer this question:

¢ What can ICA do to contribute to a
solution?
* Develop 3-5 specific and realistic ideas

* Record them on chart paper
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